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For the third consecutive year, 
RST presented an overview of 
the program and a sampling of 
results to date at the AIAA 
ASAT Conference in Santa 
Ana on 3 May.  This forum 
provides RST a chance to 
“advertise” the program, 

discuss the results and student 
progress and network with 
other individuals and 
organizations with similar 
goals.   Although RST has not 
completed analysis of student 
performance, some anecdotal 
data was provided:    
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In May, RST completed its third year of conducting after-
school programs at both McFadden and Carr Intermediate 
Schools in Santa Ana, CA, bringing the total number of 
students exposed to the targeted math and science 
program to X.  It is RST’s intent to expand this program 
which is currently limited by the number of qualified 
volunteers. 
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RST finished off the school year 
with a “chemical “rocket launch at 
McFadden and “air powered” 
rockets at Carr.  This event 
reinforced Netwon’s laws and 
provided students with a taste of 
the excitement of flying.  Next 
year, we hope to have the 
students fly rockets that they 
have built.�
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Rocket Science Tutors is a volunteer, non-profit 50 1 c-3 organization dedicated to 
improving math and science education.  See our webs ite for more information.  
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The school year continued with several labs 
which are correlated to the California Science 
Curriculum, reinforce the math/scince 
connection and are just plain cool to  do.  
Examples include Pulleys, Inclined Planes and 
Archimedes Screw.  All of the labs involved 
students building a model, making 
measurements and comparing results to the 
calculated values.  �

This year several “mini-labs” were added to 
the RST bag of tricks including “Calculating 
Pi”, “Calculating the Weight of a Block of 
Aluminum”.   These exercises are designed to 
reinforce the link between math and science 
while giving them some experience at “hands-
on” measurements.  �
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At the end of each school year, RST has students 
complete an anonymous evaluation used to 
determine the effectiveness and interest level of the 
program.  Students’ responses clearly indicate they 
are benefiting from the experience.   A summary of 
the responses is shown below: 
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